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TSATAH LXI. 9. 


All that ſee them, hal e 
them, That they are the Seed, 


which the Lord has Bleſſed. 
Blefed. None Bleſſed but 


A ſuch as they Now, whoſe 


portion is this Bleſſedneſs ? It is 

here torerold as the portion of the 
+acliriſh Nation, after they ſhall be Re- 
A 2 covered 


ND B!:/ed indeed are they 
whom the LORD has 
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COVers?! our of their Unbelief, and their 
_ Dilper/in, in rhe latter Davs. But in 

the mean time, it is a portion to be „ 
claimed bv us Cenis, Who pay our, 


Homage to that Great KING, againſt 


whom that Nation yet perſiſting in 

Rebellion procures to itſelf a Rejection 
from GOD, and has His Cur/e loving 
upon it. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers , 
a violence ſrom the Gentiles who Believe 


in the only SAVIOUR, that is a Light 


to Lighten the Gentiles, as well as the 
Glory of His People Iſrael, Yea, before 
they come to ſee their G/ory in Him. 


Let us be fo Violent, as to take by Force 


the Bleſſedneſs, which belongs to the 


Children of God ; The Force, and the 
Faith with which we do it, will be 
exceedingly pleaſing unto our SAVT- 
OUR. The Pcople of GOD are thus 
brought into the way of Bleſſmgs ; I 


will make an Everlaſting Covenant with 


them, And then a very Tlluſtrious 


Quality of the Blejings will be this; 
They ſhall be Known ; or, Acknowledged. 
And, they that ſee them jhall Acknow- 


ledge them, that they are the Seed which 


the 


n | 


hat - 


A Bleſſed Offspring 3 
their ze Lord has bleſſed, Which is as much 
t in? as to ſay, That their Bleſſings will be 
o de very Conſ picuous; The Bleſſings will be 
Our, ſo Conſpi ucus, and fo peculiar, and fo 
ainſt tranſcendent, that there ſhall be much 
gin Notice taken of them. Such Notabte 
ion Bleſſmgs are to be expected, for them, 
»ing with whom the Lord makes an Ever- 
uffers . laſting Covenant, and for the Offspring 
lieve of ſuch. Conſpicucus Bleſſings are to be 
Light expected for ſuch an Offspring. The 
the mention of an Offsp-ing Bleſſed of 
efore GOD, leads us to a ſenſe of them 
Aim. whoſe Oflepring they are They are 
Force the Off-pring of ſuch as are Blejſed of 
the GOD, vca, of ſuch as are particular- 
| the ly Bleſſed in their Of:piing, 


be | 
\ VI- Our DOCTRINE will be this. 
thus 


% 1 VERY Cenſpicuoss are the Bleſſings; 
with with which 2 Gracious GOD, will 


rious Bleſs the Children of Iii People, and 
this; of His Covenant. , | 
_ 

8 We ſhall have our Dodtiine retailed, 


phich in ſeveral PROPOSITIONS. 
the : A 3 1 


4 Blefed Offspring. 


4 


J. The People of GOD are not only 
| a Bleſſed People; but alſo there are 


very Conſpicuous Bleſſings which their 
GOD beſtows upon them. Let theſe 


Things be diſtinctly thought upon. 


Firſt, It is to be acknowledged, That - 


fro 


? 


the People of GOD, muſt have it ſaid 


of them, Theſe are they which the Lord 


51s Bleſſed ; Yea, and He will Bleſs 
Of them that 
are the CHildren of GOD, it muſt needs 
be acknowledged, They are the Seed 
wich the Lord has Bleſſed. We have 
been ſo taught of GOD, Matth. V. 8. 


them for evermore. 


Bleſſed are they who are called, The Chil- 


dren of GOD. Now all the People of 
GOD are the Cidren of GOD; They 
Ihe People, who © 


are His Ilrael. 
Know, and Fear, and Serve the True 
GOD, Behold, Such manner of Love 


the Father has beſtowed upon them ; Tye 


ere called, The Chiidren of GOD | Unto 
all this People, Te are my Sons and my 
Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. 


—- They may expect a Fathers Bleſſing 


from 


ha\ 


only 
are 
their 
heſe 
——__ 


That. 
ſaid 
Lord 
Bleſs 
that 
1ceds 
Seed 
have 
V. 8. 
Chil- 
le of 
They 
who 
True 
Love 
Toey 
Unto. 
nd my 
vighty. 
le ſſiug 
from 
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from Him. How Bliſſed are they that 
have the Bleſſing of ſuch a Father! The 
People of GOD are they that have made 


 Cheice of Him for Their God. And 


their doing ſo, is the effect of His 


having Choſen! them for His People. 


Certainly, They are a Bleſſed People, 
who have an All- ſufficient GOD tor 
their GOD: A GOD of Infinite Per- 
fections, concern'd for them: A GOD 
Infinite in Pewer, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodne/s, engaged for their Happineſs. 
Is was the ancient Song among the 


People of God; Pſal. CXLIV. 15. 
Happy = that People, whoſe God i the 


Lord, The People of GOD may for- 
ever depend upon that: Pſal. LXVII. 
6. God, cvin our own God, ſhall Bleſs us. 
We do not fay, The® People of GOD 
muſt be a //ea!rhy People: Tho' there 
will a Dav come, wherein they ſhall 


be ſo; and they ſhall Inberit all tbings. 


But this we Co ſav, The People of 

GOD, ſhall be a Bleſſed People. Far 
greater Blj/mgs than what the Wealth 
of this World can afford, belong unto 
them. We Go not affirm, The Fg 
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of GOD ſhall ſee no Troubles! No; 
They often ſay, My Soul 3 full f 
Troubles. It is foretold, and they feel 


it fulfilled unto them; In the World ye 
ſhall have Tribel ation. They moſt 


commonly are, 4 poor and an cfſlited 


People. But this is to be affirmed, 
Their Troubles bring e mos. with 


cer for thick ir a bigs 5. hey ever ſay, 


Tis good for me tht ! have been afficted. 
The Word of GOD every whey 


gives us the Charaftirs of the Bleſſed. : 


Our SAVIOUR has particularly given 
us the Characters of ſuch in His Eight 
Beatitudes, Diverſe of tlie Plalms in 
our Pſalter have given us che Ca- 
racter . Theſe Characters are ever 
found in all cho ecple of GOD. Oh! 
Let all the Congreg ATION know this ; 
Of thoſe who are deſtitute of theſe 
Characters, the Grom GOD fays, 
Call them, Lo-animi, and Lo-ruha- 
mah; They are not * People; I will 
wot have mere en them. I: hall be 
kuown, That they are not PE, Bleſſed 
of the Lord. In fine; All the . 
© 


4 Bleſſed Offspring. 7 


of GOD, have an High- Prieſt, whole 
Office it is to Bleſs them; whoſe de- 


fign it is to Purchaſe Bleſings for them, 
Diſpenſe Bleſſmgs to them. No Ba- 


laam, can divert the Bleſings of GOD 
from coming upon the. 


Vea more than ſo - Secondly, The 


Bleſſings to be enjoy'd by the People of 
_ GOD. may be ſo Con{piguous, that All 


they that ſee them ſhall Acknomledge, 
They are the People which the Lord bas 
Bleſſed And there are ſundry Re- 
eards, wherein the People of GOD 


will be Confpicuonſly Bleſſed of Him. 


Fri, The People of GOD are 
Conſpicuouſly Bleſſed in this, that there 


are Conſpicuous Diſcoveries of their be- 


ing His People, upon them. The Peo- 
ple of GOD will be Diſcovered by ſuch _ 


marks of Picty as will ſhow what they 


are. They will be Remarkably Bleſſed 
in thoſe things which are the Diſco- 
veries of them. To render it Conſpi- 
cuous, that any are the People of GOD, 
is to render it Conſpicuous, that they 

are 


[IJ A Bleſſed Offspring. 


are a Bleſſed People. There are cer- 


tain Vertues to be found in the People: 
of GOD, by which it is rendred 
Conſpicuous, that they are His People; 


And thoſe Verrucs ate {0 many Bleſſings, 
yea, they are the Beit of Ble{/mgs, 


Concerning the People of GOD, We 
read; Heb. XI. 14. They declare plain- 
ly, what they ſeek, and what they are.. 
The People of GOD, always Declare 
plainly, That they count it Good for 
them to draw near unto GOD. 
Declare plainly, That Sin is an Abomi- 
nable Thing unto them. They Declare 
plainly, That their SAVIOUR is pre- 
cious to them, and that they are His 
Followers. Tis now plainly Declared, That 
they are a Bleſſed Pcople. For, they 
who do ſuch Fhings are 2 Bleſſed Peo- 
ple: Yea, they are Bleſſed in their Deed, 
vaſt Bleſſmgs are in their doing fo. 
The People of GOD, are a Viſible 


ſhine as Lights in 


People. They that 


the World, will be ſcen. The People 
of GOD, are Conſdicuons Luminaries to 
the Earth. Tis true; many are Viſ:- 
2:3 the People of GOD, who are not 

| Real 


They 


cer- 
ople ! 


dred 


ple ; 
in gs, 


ſings. 


e 


lain- 
- ACC 


eclare 


d for P 


They 


bomi= 
eclare 


5 pre- 
> His 
That 
they. 
Peo- 
Deed, 
g lo. 
Vi ſibl 
5157 in 
cople 


ies tO 


: Viſz- 
e not 
Reall 
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Really ſo. But, all they who become 
Really the People of GOD, will be J- 
fibly fo. People may be by Profeſſion 
the People of GOD, and yet not be 
ſuch in Reality. Bur if People are in 
Reality the People of GOD, they will 
make a Profeſſion of their being ſuch. 
They who value themſelves, that they 
never made a Profeſſion of Religion, do 
but foam out their own Shame ; do but 
roclaim and exalt their Folly; do 
but boaſt that it is Profanity ratherthan 
Hypocriſy, that is to be charged upon 


them. Without ſuch a Profeſſton of 


Religion, as will render it Con{picuons, 
that we own the Traths and Ways of 
our SAVIOUR, we ſhall be diſows'd 
by Him, as thoſe that have been 
Hſham'd of Him. The People of 
GOD, are all of them, His Witneſſes 


to the World. The Teftimonies which 


they bear for GOD, wil! render them 
Conſpicuous to the World. Our SA VI- 
our has required it of His Diſciples ; 
Matth. V. 16. Let your Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they may ſee your Good 
Works, Tho' Good Men are not 

thoſe 
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thoſe who do Good IVorks that they may His 
be ſeen, yet they do Good Works that will , ous 


be ſeen. That Love of GOD, which is 
the Root of the Righteous in the Soul, is 


always a Fruitful Thing: There will w 
always be Fruits of it. And thoſe Fruits 
| of Righteouſneſs cannot but be Conſpicu- t 


ous, The People of GOD will have 
ſuch Tempers, and will do ſuch Actions, 
as will carry Evidences with them ; Ir 


ſhall be Evident, That they Fear GOD, 
and Work Righteouſneſs, A People that 


have Piety Conſpicuous in them, are a 


People Conſpicuonſly Bleſſed of GOD. 


Piet) is a Thing full of Bleſſings. They 
that approve themſelves Good Men, are 


Conſpicuouſiy attended with the Bleſſings. 


of Goodneſs. What we have hitherto 


poken is what is Always to be look d the 
for: Tis what belongs to Al the Peo- 1 


ple of GOD. They All are Conſpi- 


cucrly Holy; To be lo is to be Conſpi- X 


cuorjly BR! 1 ed. 


But Then, S:cond!ly ; The | People of | 


GOD may hope to be Conſpicuouſly 
Bleſſed, in very Conſpicuous Favours 


His 


ſuch 


— 


may. 
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His Providence unto them: Conſpics- 


- will, ons Faveurs, and Uncommon Ones ; and 


Ch is 
Il, is 
will 


Fruits 
8 
picu- 


W 


ns 


2 
0D, 


re a 


OD. 
hey 


are 


ſings. 


jerto 


ok'd 
* them to be the Fevenriter of Heaven. 
nſpi- 
nſpi- 


with Ged. 


Peo- 


le of 
ouſly 


$ 


| Conſpicuouſly Favoured of Him, in His 
chat 


of He Favours £09 
His 


ſuch that al who ſee them ſball acknow- - 
ledge, that they are Bleſſed of the Led, 
who ds receive them. 

And here; Firſt; In This Wold. 
there are ſeme among the ole of 
Go, who are more Con{picuoufty Fa- 
u of Him. Among the People 
of GOD, there are ſome, who are 


Anſwers of the Prayers, which they make 
unto Him. There are fome, whoſe 
Prayer availeth nnch ; Some who have 
the Golden Key to the Treaſures of 
Mercy, under a skilful, powerful, ſue- 

ceſsſul management; Some whohave 
eheir Petitions to Heaven fo granted, 
that all they who ſee theme, achnowledre 


It may de ſaid unto them, as in, Gen. 
XXXII. 28. As 4 Prince thou ha — 
Again 3 Among the 

ple of GOD, there are ſome who ard 
— Favaured * Him on, in wet vari- 


ous Articles of Pre pry 
are E 
„ 


i Bleſſed Offspring. 


with Ricoes, Bleſſed with Honour, Bleſſed Ring 
in their Families, at ſuch a rate, that! doth 
all they who ſee them, acknowledge that me | 
the Lord 945 bleſſed them, and has done ſhall 
Great Things for them. So it was ſaid then 
of Abraham, The Lord bas bleſſed my Bleſſ 


Maſter greatly, and be s become Great, 
So we read, The Lord Bleſſed the Houſe 
of Obed-Edom, So the Devil himſelf 
could not but acknowledge of Job, 


Chap. I. 10. Thou haſt Bleſſed the work 


ef bis Hands, And when theſe Favours 
of GOD, are the ſenſible Rewards of 

Piety, of Devotion, of Self-denial, ſtill 
more Conſpicuous the Bleſſings in them. 
However, Secondly. In the World 
to come, There, Then, all the People 
of GOD ſhall be moſt Con/picuorſly Fa- 


voured of Him. In that World, when, 


2 Theſ. I. 10. Our SAVIOUR hal 


come to be Glorified in his Saints, and ad- 


mired in them that Believe. In that 
World, when the People of GOD ſhall 
be Kings and Prieſts unto Him, and 
receive a Crown of Life, and Walk in 
White before Him; In that World, 
when the Rightcous will ſhine in the 

ERKRingdom 


Him 


The 
ſall 


the ] 


J 


1 


Bleſſed Kingdom of their Father, O Beloved, it 
that. 
> that 
s done ſhall appear we ſhall be like Him, And 
; laid 
d my 
Great, 
Houſe 
mlelt 
Fob, 


work 


Vours 
ds of 
ſtill 
hem. 
Vorld 
2ople 


Fa- 


hen, 
ſhall- 

d ad- 
that 


ſhall 


and 


E in 
orld, 
; the 


dom 


the Lord. 
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doth not yet appear, what we ſhall be, but 
we know that when our SAVIOUR 


then every one ſhall Know that we are 
Bleſſed of Him; every one ſhall hear 
Him ſay unto us, Come ye Bieſſe!! Then, 
Then, moſt aſſuredly, ai 169 fee 1% 
ſoall acknowledge them to be the Bed 1f 


II. The Gracious GOD, who 22 
Bleſs His People, will alſo confer Conſpi- 
cuous Bleſſings on the Children of His 
People, and of His Covenant, 
And here, Let us be duely affected 
with the Bleſſings, which a GOD who 
1 Good, and who does Good, has to con- 
fer upon us. 

Firſt, The Glorious. GOD by taking 
the Children of His People into His Co- 
venaut beſtows Conſpicuous Bleſſings both 
on His People and on their Children. 
Our GOD. has with a moſt Conſpicu- 
ous proceedure in it, ſaid of His Peo- 
ple, I will make an Everlaſting Covenant 
with them, The Great GOD never 
B 2 makes 
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makes a Covenant with His People, but; 


He takes in their Children with them; 
the Children which He looks on as 
Parts of them ; the Children which are 
comprehended in their A&s and Deeds, 
until they can Tranſat for Them- 
ſelves. The Covenant made with our 
Father Abrabam, ran in theſe Terms; 
Gen. XVII. 9. To be a GOD unto thee. 
and unto thy Seed after thee, When the 
Covenant was renew'd with the Church- 
in the Wilderneſs, GOD then expreſly! 
took in their Little Ones, To render! 
this the more Conſpicuous, there was 2: 
Seal of the Codenant then appointed 
for be ir Little Ones, When the Fewiſh 
Nation by refuſing the KING, who 
was the Lord whom they ſought, and the 


Meſſenger of the Covenant, ſhut them- 


ſelves out of the Covenant, the Gemriles 
were taken in. The Kingdom of GOD 
was then ſet up among the Gentiles, ' 
and they were brought in to ſt down 
wich the Parraarchs, in the Enjoyments 
of the Covenant, when the Nation which 
once were the only Children of the Co- 
venan?, are caſt ont, and muſt remain 
| in 
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in Outer Darkneſs, until the Times of the 


mM Gentiles are fulfilled. The Covenant re- 


* mains the ſame for the Eſſence of it. 
Our SAVIOUR accordingly ſays of 


1% our Little Children, Of ſuch à the King- 
dom of Heaven, If the Children of the 


Faithful were left out of the Covenant, 
in the Evangelical Diſpenſation, it would 
+ be too Eſſentially different from the 
Patriarchal Diſpenſation. What a grie- 
vous and cruel objection muſt the 
Feu have had againſt the Invitation, 
which the Apoſtle Peter gave them, 


to comply with the Evangelical Diſ- 
denſat ion of the Covenant? if they 


might have ſaid; Alas, Our Children 
Vere once in the Covenant of GOD with. 
us; But now they muſt no more be ſo 


Inſtead of this, our Apoſtle ſaid con- 


n Cerning that Covenant of Grace, which 


had hitherto taken in the Chiidren of 
the Faithful with their Parents; Acts 
II. 39. The Promiſe # for yen and for 


"x Jour Children, and for all that are afar of, 

even as many as the Lord our Ged ſhay 
. call; For the Gentiles that were afar 
in of, as well as for the Fews; yea, for 


B 3 America, 


| 
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America, as well as for Afia. And it 


is for this cauſe, that now alſo, we 
apprehend a ſufficient Warrant, for 
applying a Seal of the Covenant unto the 
Infants of them that chuſe the Things 
that pleaſe GOD, and lay bold on bis Co- 


venant. The Word of GOD now ſays 
to Believers on our SAVIOUR ; x Cor. 
VII. 14. Your Children are Holy): Which 

is as much as to ſay, They are in the Co- 
venant of GOD. The Rite, which our 
SAVIOUR has appointed, for to ſig- 
nify an Admiſſion into His Covenant 
therefore belongs unto them, and ſhould 
be practiſed among them who would. 
the Statutes of the Lord. Now, | 


Keep 
Let us make theſe Reflections. 


| Firſt, The Parents among the Peo- 
| ple of GOD, count themſelves Conſpi- 
| cuorfly Bleſſed in this; That in His Co- 
venant He will pleaſe to Include and 
them. 
When Abrabam heard the Great GOD 
ſay unto him, I will be a GOD unto thee, | 
and unto thy Seed, We read, Gen- n 
it le 


AS | 


Accept their Children with 


XVII. 17. Abrabam fell on bis Face; 


| As 
gra. 
whe 
to tl 
on t. 


| ea | 
Log 


That 


my ( 


Gene 
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unt. 


1 It 
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LF 
As one aſtoniſhed at the Bleſjings thus 


granted unto him : Godly Parents 


| when they ſee their Children brought in- 
to the Covenant of GOD, may well fall 
on their Face, and with an abaſed Soul, 
yea, with an amazed Soul, cry out; 
Lord, what am I! And what is my Houſe) 


Cor. That thou ſhon!dſt be a GOD unto ws | That 
my Children, inſtead of being treated as a 


nich 
Co- 


* 
£ 


Generation of Vipers, may have thee for a 


Our GOD unt them ! Our GOD receiving 
hg- our Children into His Covenant, aſſures 


nant 


ould 


ow, 


Peo- 
nſpi- 
Co- 
and 


Two Things unto us. 


Firſt, He 


aſſures us, That if our Children Dye 
2uld. in their Infancy, yet they ſhall not be 
Loſt; but have a part in the Bleſſings 


a of the Future State. 


Of them who 


have GOD for their GOD, we are in- 
| formed; Heb. XI. 16. He hath prepared 
for them a City, There will be found 
* Manſ;ons for theſe Children in the Holy 


; Ciry. Secondly, He aſſures us, That 
if our Children out- live their Infancy, 


they ſhall at leaſt have the Tenders of 
the Goſpel, and of its Bleſſings, made 


unto them. Unto them of Old, was 
; | it ſaid; Act. III. 25, 26. N. 


u are the 


_ Children 
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Children of the Covenant, Unto you firſt 
B 
yon. Thele Children ſhall at leaſt have 


GOD ſends His Son Feſus Chriſt to bleſs 


; 


an opportunity to embrace an offer'd 


theſe Bleſſings as more invaluable than 


the Gold of Opbir? J am ſure, you do! 
GOD Conſpicuouſiy receiving your Chil- 


dren into His Covenant, All that ſee them 


will acknowledge that they are an Off 
ſpring which the Lord has Bleſſed. 


Secondly, By | Conſequence, The 


Children thus taken under the Wings of 
the Covenant, are Con/picuonſly Bleſſed in 


being ſo. The Parents are Bleſſed, be- fo. 
cauſe of the Bleſſings which they ſee 


Þ 
JESUS, ana be Bleſed in Him. O 
Chriſtian Parents, Don't you value 


. 


7 


e 


coming on their Children. How Bleſſed | 


then are the Children! Oh! Bleſſed the 
Children over whom there is heard this 


Joyful Sound; I will be their GOD ! It dla 


is to hear the Glorious GOD ſaying, T. 


I will ſurely do them Good Where the 
Covenant comes, We read, Gal. III. 14. 


The Bleſſing of Abraham comes on the Gen- 
tiles thro” Feſus Chriſt, How Bleſſed 2 | 


. 

- 
2 
% 
* 


| 


* 
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| the Children, who expiring in their 


early Minority, are ſure of an Inheri- 
\ tance among the Spirits of Fuſt Men 


perfect! How Bleſſed are the Children, 


who as they grow up, are ſure to have 


: a Redeemer, ſolliciting of them to be 
; Reconciled unto GOD | How Bleſſed are 
1 the Little Ones, who have their Angels, 
and are at length taken up to a Glory 


wherein they ſhall be equal to tbe An- 
gels! But above all; How Bleſſed are 


the Children, who by their own actual 


cloſing with the Covenant, make ſure of 


al the Bleſſings in it! The Covenant of. 
' GOD, is full of Blefſmgs. Oh! How 


Ricfſed are they whoſe Tranſgreſſion 1 
fer given? How Bleſſed are they, who 


are turn d from their Iniquities ? How 
| Bleſſed are they, who have a claim to 


all rhe very Great and Precious Promiſes ! 
How Bleſſed, How Bleſſed, they who 
. Claim and gain all the Spiritual Bleſſings 

. of the Heavenly Places But fo Bleſſed 


will the Covenant of GOD render the 
True Children of it · Con[picucuſly Bleſſed 


Ones! All that ſee them will acknow- 
; ledge. that thev are an Offepring which the 


Lord bas Bleſſed. Secondly, 


= —q_—— - 0 —— 
bn 


, 
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Secondly, Among the People of 


GOD, there are ſome Children of His 


Covenant, who above others have Conſ- 
pPicuous Bleſſings to diſtinguiſh them. | 
Some Children among the People of 
GOD, have Diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings. 
There are Spectators entertained with 
the Bleſings; The Bleſſings upon them 
are ſuch, that all 49 ſee them, will ac- 
| knowledge them to be the Children which? 
the Lord has Bleſſed. „„ 


„(( 


; 
| 


More particularly, Firſt, There are 


Children of a Diſtinguiſh'd Piety ; and 
of theſe Children it may be ſaid, That 


Conſpicuous Bleſſings are poured out up- 


on them. Ot ſome Children we read, 


Ifai. XLIV. z. I will pour my Spirit on 


thy Seed, and my Bleſſing on thine Off- 


| ſpr ing. The Children Who have the 


Spirit of GOD poured on them, are 


Bleſſed indeed; have a pour of Bleſſings 


on them. All Bleſings are entail'd on 


Piety It has the Promiſe of the Life that 


no u, and of that which c to come. And 


Picty is itſelf the chief of all Bleſſings 3. 


it has the moſt ineſtimable Bleſing 


contained and comprized in it, Now 


chere 


kno 


2 
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1 chere are Children that have a very 
Conſpicuous Piety in them. 


We have 
been told of ſome Children, fo Conſpi- 
cuons for their Piety, that a Man of 


' GOD could not but ſay upon it; 
WS. 2 Joh. 4+ I rejoyced greatly, that I found 5 

f thy Children i 
1 Some Children are of ſuch Conſpicuous 
Piety that All % ſee them will Acknow= 
* ledge, They are Children which will not 


walking in the Truth. 


Lie, but are afraid of doing any wick- 


> ed Thing; are univerſally conſcienti- 
ous. All will Acknowledge, Tho' they 
are but Children, they are ſerious, they 
are diſcreet, they are the Servants of 


their SAVIOUR. All will Acknow- 
ledge, They are Early Seekers of GOD, 
and while they are yet Children, the 


know and prize, and mind the Holy 
e Scriptures, and are made wiſe unto Sal- 
Dalion. 

| Bleſſing 5. 
| Bleſſings ! Children theſe are that ſhall 


Theſe are Children. that are 
But how Conſpicuous are their 


be Bleſſed ; yea, All that ſee them will 


3 Acknowledge, that they are already 
5 luch as the Lord bas Bleſſed. 


Secondly, 


- a — — — — q —— AH OT — — —— 
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Cbildres it may be ſaid, That they In- 


Children who are Conſpicuens Bleſſings 
to their Parents, As the Roman Lady, 
when her Viſitants propoſed the EE 
of her 2 put them off, till 


well inſtructed Chillen came home 


ſaying, Theſe are my brighte of Jewels 8 
t 


in an Invoice of their Bling, ve 


A Bleſſed Offprine. 
Secondly, There are Children, whoſe 


Parents are ſignally Bleſed in them; 


Diſt inguiſh'd by bein ſo; and of theſe 
herit Con/picuons Rl ſings. When Cbil- 


dren are Good, and when they do well; 
the Hearts of the Parents are 
Glad: Unto wiſe Children it may be 


ſaid, as in Prov. XXIIL. 25. Thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother ſhall be gle ; and ſbe 
| that bare thee ſhall rejoyee. There are 


from School, and then produced them, | be 


There are Parents, who, if they 9 


near the Top of the Aceount, there 
will ſtand their well-diſpoſed Children 3 | 


and it muſt be ſaid, Theſe are their 
| Matchleſs Bleſſmgs. Al that fee them, | 


i ey are Parents greatly 2 


Acknowled 
Bleſſed in t * Children. It may be, 


Ta Children are ſuch as De weekly 
an 


Let 
2 Ls 


Chil 
gs 


vell; 


1 
| 


hem, | 
wels; | 
dring | 
very 
there 
dren; 
their 
them, 
eatly 
de, 
rtbilyj 
and 
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and are Famous. And the Parents are 


"| make in their Services to their Genera- 


the Joyful Bebolders of the Figure they 


tion, Their Sons come to Honour, and 
they know of it | The Bleſſings of theſe 
Children are Conſpicuous, are Marvel- 
lous !\ And ſo are the Bleſſings of the 
Children, who are ſingularly Dutifut 
unto their Parents, There are Children 


of whom the Parents have ſaid, This 
| ſame ſball Comfort us! and the Children 


have done it. Their Obedience unto 
their Parents, has been as exact as any 


; Reckabites : Their Gratitude unto their 


Parents, has been like that of a Joſeph. 
They have Comforted their Parents; yea, 
Relieved them, Supported them, and 
been the Reſftorers of their Life, and the 
Nouriſhers of their Old Age. GOD uſes 


to multiply moſt Conſpicuous Bleſſings 


upon ſuch Dutifut Children. It is noted 
concerning the Fifch Commandment; 
Eph. VI. 2. It is a Commandment with 
4 Promiſe ; That it may be well with thee, 
Conſpicnous Bleſſings uſually follow the 
Children which are Exemplary for the 
keeping of that Commandment, Such 
— C Things 


n 
L 
1 
© 
* 
|; 
| 


4 
| 
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Things are uſually done for them, 


that Al ho ſee them, Acknowledge they 
are Children which the Lord bas Bleſſed, 


 APPFLICA4TION- 


I. The way to obtain and ſccure 
Bleſſings, yea, the moſt Conſpicuous 


Bleſſings ; is now laid out before you. 
Become the People of GOD, and you} 


infallibly become a Bleſſed People. 


When al that ſce you, muſt Acknowledge 
that you are the People of GOD, you 
will be Acknowledged a People Bleſſed of 
_ the Lord, But in what way ſhall we 


become the People of GOD ! The 


Anſwer ſhall be ſhort ; Let the Glori- 
ous GOD find you, what all His Peo- 
ple are, in that Point; Pſal. CX. 3. 
A willing People. Oh ! may you under 
the Influences of GOD, become i- 
_ Eng to have Him for your GOD, and 
willing to be the Lord's Willinghy, 
Heartily, Cheerfully conſent unto it: 
O Great GOD, Be thou my GOD, an 


Let me be bound up in the Bundle of Life 
among thy People! Hereupon, Become 
| willing 


| 


oe BER 


7 
& 
- 
* 
6. 


7 


1 


; 
: 


Ly 


: | 
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Willing to Be, all that GOD would 
have you to Be. Become ling to 
Do, all that GOD would have you to 
Do. Prove me now herewith, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſ's ; if I wil not peur out 
Bleſſings upun. oui. But then, ſuall 1 
ſtep into Mount Ebal, and call from 
thence unto you 2 It Je re 1e and re- 


bel, you ſhall be devoured with Curſes; 
The Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


17. But what ſhall be done by the 


People of GOD, that ſo their Children 


may be the Blefed of the Lord; yea, 
arrive to ſuch Con ſpicuous Bleſſmgs, that 
all 0 ſee them ſhall acknowledge, That 


they are the Children which the Lord has 


Bleſſed! We have a Strong Deſire to ſee 


dur Clildren enriched and ſurrounded 
with Bleſſings; We Defire nothing 


more Naturally, Deſire nothing more 
Violently- But, my Frien 2s, What 
will you do, that you may ſee your 
Deſire accompliſh'd, in what will be 

Swect unto your Souls? | 
Your Piet) brings your Children in- 
o the Covenant of GOD; And this will 
C 2. beſpeak 


. 
C 
| 
C 
| 
by, 
44 
1. 
7 » 
[ 
4 
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' 


| 


beſpeak Bleſſings for them. Oh! moving 


Embrace the Covenant of GOD, you 


well as for your ſelves. While you 


remain deſtitute of Piety, you are 
Strangers to the Covenant. But, Oh! 
Think what you expoſe your Children 


Argument, O potent Perſwafive,toPiery!s 
By the Piet), wherein you ſincerely Y 


procure Bleſſings for your Children as 


to! O more hard-hearted than 


Oſericbes: How can you ſo leave your 


Children, where they may be cruſi d and 


| brok'n, without proſpe& of any but 
_ Unevvenamied Mercies * How can you 


ſo harden your ſelves againſt your 


Young Ones, as tho" they were not yours ! 
Were not you deprived of Wiſdom, you 
would have your Hearts pierced with 


the Cry of the Young Ones; O pitty s, 


O vitty is | Oh! Our Parents, Let your © 


Piety do its part that we may not be loſt. 
Become you the Lord 's, that we alſo may be 
the Lord's, Methinks, you are too like 


the barbarous Idolaters, who made 


themſelves deaf unto the Cry of their 


Children, when broiling in the Fires of 


the Valley of Hiznom | 


But 


P 


dren 


n them. As David 
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But having by Piery brought yourCb1/- 
dren into the Covenant of GOD, Let 
your Piety go on, and give them an 


Education agreeable to the Dedication 
which you paſs upon them. Infrut 


them; Adviſe them; Reſtrain them; 
Set a Pattern of all Piety before them. 


And, Oh! be concern'd with impor- 


tunate, with perpetual Supplications for 
prayd; x Chron. 
XXIX. 19. Give unto Solomon my Son,.a 
perfect Heart, to keep thy Conmandments. 
Thus, Pray with Agony, even with a 


Travailing Agony, O Give zo my Child 


4 Pious Heart, and an inclination to keep 


thy Commandments, Bcg it, Urge its 


Preſs it; Like them who of Old ad- 


dreſſed our SAVIOUR. on the Bod:+ 
ly. Miſeries of their Children; Lora, 
Heal all that :s amiſs in the Sous of iy 
Child! And, Lord, Let mo wi; Spirit 
poſſeſs the Sou! of my Chi Hold on 
Praying and Weeping, O. Ther wp 


Child may lige in 165 fignt ! Hold on, 
until thou perceive the Lord ſaying to 


thee ; Ccucerning tos Child, I bade 
beard thee) | 
O 3 IT ut. 
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III. But Let the Childrin among | 


the People of GOD, now hearken to þ Yea 


the Warnings of GOD, that they do not i 
fin away His Bleſſings, and that they | 
do not bring down Conſpicuous Curſes, * 


and ſuch a Vengeance fromHeaven up- God, 


on themſelves, as that all who ſeethem,ſhall | 


acknowledge, That they are the Children 

who are abborred of the Lord. . v 
O Children of the Covenant, Be it 1 

known unto you; If you ſin againſt | 


the Covenant of GOD, you fin away | 
the Bleſſings of it; and GOD will 


make your Plagues wonderful, What 
will the Covenant of GOD avail, for 


them who tread under foot the Son of ' 
GOD, and under all the Obligations of | 
the Covenant, become and remain Un- 


bol) Things? Children, Don't think 
| to ſay within your ſelves, We bave A- 


brabam for our Father, and, We are in 
 3#he Covenant of our SAVIOUR! For if 


after you have been as Trees water | 


with Baptiſm, you don't at the Age pro- 
per tor it, bring forth the Fruits of 
Piety, GOD will cut you down, and caſt 


you into the Fire of His —" j © 


| — 
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ong | O Hearken to this: You muſt at the 
n to þ Years capable of it, your ſelves come 
not into the Covenant of GOD. The 
they Choice and Voice of your Souls muſt 
rſes, * be that; Exod. XV. 2. The Lord my 
up- God, and I will prepare Him an Habita- 
hall tion: my Fathers God, and I will exalt 
ldren Him, Having ſo entred into the Co- 
venant of GOD, you muſt then walk 


ze it in the ways of the Covenant. Yea, 
ainſt you muſt be lovely Spectacles of Piety. 
way | All that ſee you muſt have Reaſon to 
will Acknowledge, That you are Children that 
Vhat abhor what s Evil, and cleave to that 
for which u Good ; Children that are the 
n of Followers of the Good One; Children that 


ns of are Prayerful towards GOD, Woatchful 
Un- over your ſelves, Fruitful in Good Works. 
hink Then, you ſhall be, and you ſhall have, 
'e A.  Conſpicuous Bleſſings from Above. 
e in| But you read of ſome who are called 
or if | Curſed Children. Oh! Be effectually 
rerd | warned of GOD, That you ſhun the 
pro- Things that will make you ſuch, and, 
5 of | Flee Youthful Luſts. Baptized Children; 
caſt | Are any of you Viciogs Children? What! 
n.— | Prayerleſs Wretches | Abandon'd unto 
O 3 Gaming, 
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Gaming, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs ? Ac} 


cuſtomcd unto the horrid Language of 
Swearing, and Curſmg, and Ridiculing 
all that ſhould be Reverencd! Ah! 


r 
. 


woful Children, your Baptiſm will but 


be an aggravation of your Condemna- 

tion. *Twill Double your Miſeries, 
when a Righrceous GOD ſhall Baptixe 

you over again, and ſhall dip you, and 


drench you, in that Lake from whence v 


the Smoke of the Torment aſcends forever 
and «ver. „„ „ 
And the more Conſpicuc us any of 


your Predeceſſors and Progenitors have 


been for their Fiery, the more Iafamous 
will your Vices render ycu ; the more 
Conſpicucus will be the Revenges of | 
GOD upon you. As ic was of old 
employ'd as a Conviction upon an Un- 
godly Son; Jer. XXII. 17, Did not. | 
thy Father do fudgment and Fuſt ice, and 


then it ws well with him? But things | 


Eyes and bine Heart are not upon any. 
thing but thy Coveteouſmeſs, Thus may 
it be ſaid unto many an Ungodly Son, 
Was not thy Father a conſtant Seeker 
of GOD? Was not thy Father, a Sober, 
as 


Ac- 

ge of 
uling | 
Ah! 
but 
nna- 
ries, | 
ptixe 

and 
ence | 
e Der | 


y of 


have 


OUS 
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as well as a Devout Man? Was not 
thy Father a Man who Kept his Tongue 
from Evil? And all that ſaw him, 
Acknowledged, Le was one in Favour 
with GOD and Man. But thou art 
the Reverſe of all this. How dreadful, 
how dreadful, will be the Punifhment 
that ſuch Apoſtates will have aſſign d 
unto them? Children, Be prevailed 
withal, To Think upon your ways, and 
to Turn your Feet unto tbe Teſtimonies of 
GOD; yea, To make Haſte and not de- 
lay to keep His Commandments, 
But, O Remember this One Thing. 
You will never come to Good, nor 


can any Conſpicuous Bleſſings ever come 
at you, till you ſhake off all Vicious 


Company. You may pretend this and 


that; If you can take Delight in V- 
' cious Company, and affect a Familiarity 
with Vile Perſons, you have not the 
| leaſt Beginning of Piety in you. Their 

| wnreproved Crimes you will make your 

' own. It won't be long before you 
Learn their Ways. They will hold you 


faſt in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the 
Bond of Iniquity, You will one day 
| bitterly 
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bitterly Curſe the Day that that ever] DA 
you were acquainted with them. 
Dear Children; If you woull ever der 

have all that ſee you; to acknow! edge that ( 
you are the Children whom the Lord bu afte 
Bleſſed! Hearken to me, in this Ons] Col 
thing; this One thing; Torſale wy Mis 


2 
= 
2 
— 


Fooliſh, and Lide! tha 
1 170 the Children that have been Ba- 3 t 


of conſidering the Obligations in their] Br. 
; Baptiſm laid upon them, there are Three | wh 
very Solemn QUESTIONS, to be ten- ae 
dered ; Unto which, O CONSCIENCE, | Not 
do thou extort a deliberare Anſwer B 
from them « of 


SUEsr. J In your Baptiſm, has of 
- there not been done That for You, up- yo! 
on which the People of GOD, and à cee, 
Cloud of Witneſſes, who have Seen you, | hat 
have Ackwwlcdged, That you have the 
been Devoted unto the Service of your 
SAVIOUR ; And bound to live as it be- 
comes the Children of GOD the Father, | me 
the Subjects of GOD the Son, and the 
Temoler of GOD the Holy Spirit all your cht 
: | Days: 


Days? 
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Yea, And was it not a Conſpi- 
cuous Bleſſing tor yuu to be brought un- 
der ſuch a Dedication to GOD? 
DUEST. II. If it be plain, that 
after your Baptiſm, you follow Wicked 


| Courles, and walk in the vanity of your 
Mind, will not all the Good People 


that ſee you, Acknowledge, That even 


in that verv Thing, you are dreadfully 

Curſed of GOD? And if you prove 
ir Briars and Thorns in this Field of GOD, 
which has the Rain often coming upon it, 
are you not nigh unto Curſing, and will 
not your End be, that you ſhall be 
Burned? Yea, Has not the Vengeance 
of GOD upon our Backſliding Children 


in a Multicude, Oh! What a Muttitude ? 


them? 


ol Inſtances, been ſo Conſpicuous, that 


you have cauſe to fear and quale ex- 


ccedingly, even at what you your ſelves 


bave ſeen of the Things done unto | 


ES. III. What if yoo fhould 


make that effectüal Cry, G my GOD, 


—Cry 
thus unto Him, Who gives the Holy 
| Spirit 


Pour out thy Good Spirit upon me! 
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Spirit unto them that ack Him; until you 
are filled with the Holy Spirit, and then} 
clothed with the Holy Spirit; and every 
one ſhall ſee, that you have an Holy, 
Serious, Devout, and Honeſt Spirit 
acting of you! Would not all that ſee 
you, then Acknowledge, that you are 
Children Bleſſed of GOD? Yea, I 
not this the moſt Significant and Com- 
pendious way of coming at the Bleſſings | 
j Your Heavenly Father has Ready for 
Fou? O our Children, Hear now | 
my Reaſoning. Hearken to theſe Con- 
ſiderations ! . V 

I Conclude with recommending it 
unto the People of GOD, that they 
would ſeek after the Fulfilment of that 
Word; Pal. CXV. 13, 14, 15. He 
. vill Bleſs them that fear the Lord, both 
Ill! ſmall and great. The Lord ſhall increaſe | 
ll you more and more, you, and your Children. 
| Tow are the Bleſſed of the Lord, who made 

Heaven and Earth, 


3 
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